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BLUFEST … good things come out of the BLU 

BLUFEST is a brand new festival coming to Shropshire in July 2019. 

It is the first of its kind; set up and organised by young people, for your people and a truly inclusive event. 

 A festival for ALL. 

It is the brainchild of the playleader team and young trustees of Empathy for special children.  

The BLU team, headed up by Liv; a member of Empathy since it very beginnings in 2010, a team leader and a sibling 

to a special brother, want to leave a lasting legacy.  Uni and pastures new are on the horizon for many of us and as 

we prepare to head off into the new chapters of our lives, we want to ensure that what we leave behind continues 

and grows. 

 

Through BLUFEST the team want to provide the opportunity for Young People of Shropshire to have a voice.  

An opportunity to not only showcase their talents and achievements but also to celebrate all that is great 

and good about young people, whatever their challenges maybe.  

 

We also want to ensure that Empathy can continue to change lives with a sustainable solution to their long term 

funding goals. Empathy’s hope is that, if this first year is successful, BLU Fest can become the first CIC of a trading 

arm. Not only providing a sustainable annual income to support the core work but also providing the young people 

of Empathy with the opportunity to be involved in a real business and gain valuable skills for the workplace,  

which will last lifelong. 



What society does not see, society struggles to understand.  
With no visual indicators of their difficulties our children and 

young people therefore often facing growing up in a world that 
cannot see who they are and the challenges they face. This lack 
of understanding, along with a lack of opportunity when coupled 

with the barriers their difficulties  
present leads to isolation, loneliness and withdrawal.  

 

The impact is family-wide, and has significant  
implications on both mental and physical health.  

If one child cannot leave the house how does the rest of the 
family ? if your brother or sister doesn’t like change and 

strangers how do invite friends over? If your child is the “naughty 
child” at school how do you engage with your parent peers ?   

Supporting over 100 families, Empathy for special children is  approaching it’s 
10 th year of operation in Shropshire and now provides a package of projects 

across the county delivering support and social opportunity in the local  
community to all family members of children and young people growing up 

with a Hidden Disability, predominantly Autism Spectrum Conditions,  
aged 0 - 18 years. 

 

From July 2019 Empathy will be working in 4 key outposts of this large rural 
county; Craven Arms, Oswestry, Telford and Whitchurch delivering in each  

location 4 projects 
CONNECT – fortnightly Multi Activity Sessions for the whole family 

OUT AND ABOUT – Weekly holiday outings and activities for the whole family. 

SOCIAL SIBS – Monthly multi-activity support sessions for siblings of those with 
a hidden disability  

UNLEASHED – Term Time and Holiday activities for young people aged 11 
years and over accessed independently of their carers. 

Registered Charity 1151472 www.empathyforspecialchildren.org 

Lucie 13 years ; Empathy has helped me in so many ways. It has 

given me time to do what i want for a few hours without Archie 

messing it all up. It has taught me a lot about autism and how 

you have to treat him when he's having a moment. When we're 

at empathy it gives the whole family a break because none of us 

need to worry about what he may be doing because everyone is 

all in the same boat. In the group all the playleaders are always 

there to help with any problems which helps massively. It has 

also helped me understand that you shouldn't judge people 

quick because you don't know their situation. Overall empathy 

has helped so many families x  

Empathy for special children ……. Let their colours shine  



What Is BLUFest 

 A two day, three night Music Festival  

 For 1000 people to camp  in the beautiful 

Shropshire hills and enjoy; 

 24 bands and acts over 2 stages. 

 Local food and Drink  

 A full weekend programme in the kids area. 

 A chance to chill, have a conversation and find 

common ground in the community area  

What we have 

 A young team that are giving this 100,000, 0000 percent commitment 

 The support of Empathy for special children 

 A purpose built festival site donated by Phil Harding of Farmer Phil’s 

Festival 

 Art work and support donated by The Chapter Agency 

 Young bands from all over Shropshire, Powys, Hereford  and the West 

Midlands that have donated their talent. 

 Local food vendors and local young craft business’ 

 A host of willing volunteers to  make the event run smoothly and  

        happen 

 The support of some fabulous charities and organisations providing  

            activities, information and support. 

Thank you for today, it was 
amazing to be able to have a 
family day out. Thank You to 
the play leaders, Sam and the 
other parents for all of your 
support, we wouldn't have 
been able to do it without 
each and every one of you.  



What we need  

Local Business to support BLUFEST 

With sponsorship or donations large or small 

With goods and services 

With promotion and advertising 

With networking and connections Why we need sponsors 

Empathy is entirely grant funded and all the money the charity currently has, is 

dedicated to their core aims; the children at the centre of all they do.  

It does not have resource to support this with start up funding. 

We want this to be a safe and professionally run event and that is expensive ! 

We want this to be the first on many BLUFEST, we just need a 

“little help from our friends” to get started. 

Why be a sponsor 

Empathy works countywide and therefore is supporting families in your 

local area. The Empathy network not only gives you access to those in 

your community but potential customers and clients all over Shropshire. 

Social media is a powerful communication tool, who better to head up 

the three social media campaigns (FB, Twitter and Insta ) than those  who 

use it most …. young people. Coupled with a local press and  

radio campaign in the  will run up to and during the event.  It’s a great 

way to increase your reach 
 

Directly and indirectly you will be support some fab young 

people to do great things in the long term 

“Before I found Empathy I felt completely alone and 

too scared to take my child anywhere.  

We all as a family now have made lots of friends 

and have a good support network” 



If you share our vision,  

If you have faith in the young and want to see them succeed,  

If you believe in young talent and lifelong success,  

If you believe that everyone should have an equal opportunity at a fun and fulfilled life.  

Then with your support, good things can come out of the BLU  

and we need to hear from you. 

 

If in the next few pages you can’t find an opportunity that suits you  

or you have something else to offer, please do get in touch with  

Liv on info@blufest.org 

 

                      We look forward to hearing from you 

Written off at 9. As his barriers 

to learning and anxiety about 

life were deemed to high to 

overcome 
All he ever wanted was a 

friend .  

 
Music became his salvation. 

He will start college in Sept, at 16, 

equal with his peers 

And go to YNOT with his 

best mate 

“Without the constant support of Empathy,  

none of these dreams would have become a reality” 



£50 Sponsor A Set 

Social media post linking you and the band in the run up to the event 

Stage announcement 

Social media post when the set is played 

Business name and contact the Line Up Programme. 

Name and a link on the Sponsors Page Blu Website 

£100  Sponsor A Set  

Social media post linking you and the band in the run up to the event 

Stage announcement 

Social media post when the set is played 

Business name and contact the Line Up Programme 

Name and a link on the Sponsors Page Blu Website 

 

THE STAGES 
Phil’s infamous Parlour Stage becomes the  

The Mercury Stage 

Inspired by the legendary Queen and where the temperature is set to rise.  

With some of the best local established young bands playing throughout 

the weekend 

The Woodlands Stage becomes the  

The Temple Different Not Less 

Inspired by the incredible Temple Grandin ,this more intimate stage will give up and  

coming young musicians the opportunity to play to  a festival crowd  during the 

day time and for the late nighters transform into a dance stage after 9 pm 

 

£1000  Stage Sponsor 

Social media and press release announcing your sponsorship. 

Social Media Tag with every main stage post. 

Banner advertising on the stage throughout the event. 

Logo, bio and link on the Sponsors Page of the BLU Website. 

Weekend and backstage passes for 4  

£500 Stage Sponsor  

Social media release announcing your sponsorship. 

Social Media Tag with every Temple stage post. 

Banner advertising on the stage throughout the event. 

Logo and link on the Sponsors Page of the BLU Website. 

 Weekend and backstage passes for 2 



   

 

 

£500 - Sponsor an Area  

Banner Advertising on the area entrance  

Logo on all area signage and programming 

Press and radio releases announcing your support  

Logo and link on BLU Sponsors page website 

Link on area social media posts during and in the run up to the event 

4 weekend passes 

 

 

 

The Sanctuary 

It is important  for our VIP’s that they 

have space to take a break from the sen-

sory pressures and crowds  of a large 

event such as this. 

The Sanctuary will provide a calm and 

quiet space with support and activities 

to  enable those with additional needs 

to re-join (or hold their own ) party 

All The Young Dudes 

The kids field has it own action packed 

programme.  

From PJ Parties and silent discos to  

magicians,  have a go opportunities 

and arts and crafts. 

The Oasis 

Keeping the crowds feed and watered. 

The HRT Tent run by Empathy family and 

friends will bring proper tea and cake whilst 

Champagne Supernova will keep the drinks 

flowing at the bar 

With Noodles, Pizza, Hog Roast, Crepes, and 

milkshakes no one will go home hungry and 

BLU 

Imagine 

Inspired by the John Lennon song the 

Community area intents to bring  

everyone together to culture  

understanding and acceptance, 

through conversation and art. 

The Emporium  

Supporting young  entrepreneurs 

and artisan business for your retail 

therapy 

The Welfairies 

We can all getting a little carried away 

some times. The welfare tent will  

ensure that anyone that over indulges 

or gets a little carried away has the  

support they need and a place to go to  

recover safely  



 £ 5,000 HEADLINE SPONSOR 

 

Full article, logo, links on the headline webpage sponsor page. 

 

Branding on all signage, publicity and programming 

 

Full social media and press coverage 

 

8 access all areas weekend passes  

 

Our eternal love and gratitude  


